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Outline 
Introduction and Webinar Goals 
 
Nate 
• ACS Overview  
• Multiyear Estimates and Missing Data 
• ACS Data Availability 
• Resources for Learning More 

 
Kristen 
• Purpose and Types of Special Tabulations 
• Examples of Accessing Data in AGID 
• Plans for Future Special Tabulations 
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What is the ACS? 

• A large national survey 
that uses continuous 
measurement methods to 
produce detailed 
population and housing 
estimates each year 
 

• Designed to produce 
critical information that 
had previously come from 
the decennial census 
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Census vs. ACS 

Decennial 
Census 

American Community 
Survey 

Official counts Sample estimates 

Population totals Population characteristics 

Every 10 years Yearly 

Point in time, April 1 Period of time 
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ACS Content: Population 
• SOCIAL 

– Ancestry 
– Citizenship & Year of Entry 
– Disability Status 
– Educational Attainment 
– Field of Degree 
– Health Insurance  
– Grandparents 
– Fertility 
– Language 
– Marital Status & History 
– Place of Birth 
– Migration 
– Relationship 
– School Enrollment 

 
 

 
– Veteran Status 
– Computer Ownership & 

Internet Access 
 

• ECONOMIC 
– Employment & Work Status 
– Income & Earnings 
– Industry & Occupation 
– Class of Worker 
– Commuting 
– Poverty Status 
– SNAP Receipt 

 
• DEMOGRAPHIC 

– Age & Sex 
– Race & Hispanic Origin 
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ACS Content: Housing 

• Age of Householder 
• House Heating Fuel 
• Household Size 
• Kitchen Facilities 
• Occupancy and Vacancy 
• Owner Statistics 
• Plumbing Facilities 
• Race of Householder 
• Renter Statistics 
• Rooms and Bedrooms 
• Telephone Service 
• Tenure 
 

 

• Units in Structure 
• Value of Home 
• Vehicles Available 
• Year Householder Moved Into 

Unit 
• Year Structure Built 
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Sample Design 
 

• Target population: 
 Resident population of the United States and Puerto Rico 
 living in housing units and group quarters (GQ) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• Initial sample size: 
295,000 addresses each month 
3.54 million addresses each year 
17.7 million addresses over 5-year period 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Housing Units Group Quarters 
house, apartment, mobile home, a 
group rooms, a single room 
 

nursing facilities/skilled nursing 
facilities, in-patient hospice 
facilities, homeless shelters, college 
dorms, prisons, military barracks 
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Data Collection Operations (Housing) 

• Monthly samples use four sequential modes of data 
collection: 

 
Online Mail Telephone Personal 

Visit 
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What is a Multiyear Estimate? 

Definition 
 
 An estimate encompassing more than one calendar 

year that describes the average characteristics of an 
area over a specific time period 

 
 Period for ACS multiyear estimates is either 3 or 5 

calendar years 
  
 Multiyear estimates are not an average of  

1-year estimates 
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Data Collection Window 

2007 
Jan. 1–Dec. 31 

 
 

2008 
Jan. 1–Dec. 31 

 
 

2009 
Jan. 1–Dec. 31 

 
 

2010 
Jan. 1–Dec. 31 

 
 

2011 
Jan. 1–Dec. 31 

 
 

5-Year Estimate 

3-Year Estimate 

1-Year Est. 
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Reliability 

Note: Fictional data 

(2011)        (2009-2011)      (2007-2011) 
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Special Tab Missing and Rounded Data 

• Table Suppression
– 50 or more sample cases for population 60+

• Age Category Suppression
– Three or more sample cases per age group (i.e. 85+)
– If suppressed, the next lowest subcategory age group

(74-85) is also suppressed

• Rounding
– Every estimate is rounded, so total columns may not

add up exactly
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Population Thresholds for ACS 
Estimates 

1-year 
estimates 

3-year 
estimates 

5-year 
estimates 

65,000+ 
people X X X 

20,000+ 
people X X 

Less than 
20,000 
people 

X 
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Selected Census Geographies 

Legal/Administrative Areas 
• Nation
• States
• Counties
• Incorporated Places
• Minor Civil Divisions
• Congressional Districts
• State Legislative Districts
• School Districts

Statistical Areas 
• Regions
• Divisions
• Census Designated

Places
• Census County Divisions
• Census Tracts
• Block Groups
• Public Service Areas

(PSA)
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ACS Data American FactFinder 
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Resources for Learning More 

Questionnaire Archive 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/methodology/questionnaire_archive/ 

Subject Definitions 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/documentation_
main/ 

Design and Methodology Report 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/methodology/methodology_main 
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Purpose and Types of Special Tabulations 

• Purpose
• Specific geographic needs – PSAs
• Unique age group – 60+

• Types
• Special Tabulation on Aging
• Special Tabulation on Aging, Disability Tables
• Decennial Census Special Tabulation
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Expected Updates for Special Tabulations 

Special Tabulations Currently available 
in AGID 

Expected Update 

ACS Special Tabulation on 
Aging 

2007-2011 
2005-2009 

2008-2012 data in 
Spring 2014 

ACS Special Tabulation on 
Aging, Disability Tables 

2009-2011 
2008-2010 

2008-2012 data in 
Spring 2014 

Decennial Census Special 
Tabulation on Aging 

2010 2020 data in 2022 
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Examples of how ACS Special Tabulation 
Data are Used 
• Serving as a component in OAA allocation formulas
• Planning programs and services for older adults
• Comparing populations within and across state boundaries
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Click on “Data Files” at www.agid.acl.gov 
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Click on “AoA Special Tabulations” 
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Pick a state or AIANNH, then pick a subject 
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Save the table as an Excel file for easy calculations 
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Plans for Future Special Tabulations 

ACS Poverty Status 
• 2007-2011 – Data for all areas

ACS Health Insurance by Disability Status 
• 2009-2011 – Areas with populations of 20,000+

ACS Special Tabulation on Aging 
• 2008-2012 – Data for all areas
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Summary 

Please provide us with feedback on whether the special 
tabulations are meeting your data needs.  

Send email to Kristen.Robinson@acl.hhs.gov 

For more information about ACL 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,  Administration for Community Living, Washington DC 20201 
Phone: (202) 619-0724   Email:  aclinfo@acl.hhs.gov  Web: www.acl.gov 
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ACS Contact Information 

Visit the ACS/PRCS website: 
www.census.gov/acs 

Contact by telephone: 
1-800-923-8282 

Submit a question: 
ask.census.gov 
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